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the idea ; nor did I, for I had made no arrangements with the Aden Government, and did not know what view they would take. However, as it seemed on the whole the best thing to do, and it was plain that I should gain nothing by staying on in Sanaa, I wrote to the Vali telling him that I wished to go to Aden, and would like an escort, though I could dispense with it if it were inconvenient to find one for me. In answer to this I got a verbal message from the Mudir to say that he himself would escort me to Hodeidah in four days' time : therefore would I please make ready to start. " Hullo! " I thought, " what's up now ? " I went round at once to see the Mudir, who wrung his hands and told me that he could say nothing, and that if I had any questions to ask I must see the Vali.
His Excellency was evidently expecting my visit. " It is curious," he said, " that your application for an escort should have reached me at the same time as a telegram from our Foreign Minister ordering me to send you back to Hodeidah at once."
"Very curious indeed," I replied; cc no doubt the British Ambassador has given similar instructions to the Consul, and I shall receive orders from him in due course.55
" You must leave on Thursday."
" I await the Consul's orders to do so."
" Look here," said the Vali truculently, " does the English Consul give orders in this country or do I ? "
" Your Excellency is well aware that an order of this kind must be transmitted through the proper channel," I returned, keeping my temper with great difficulty; " you will doubtless allow me to remain until I have telegraphed to the Consul and received a reply."
" No3 I won't," said the Vali; " you will start on Thursday morning."
I returned to my house reflecting on the way, for there was no time to be lost. The nearest telegraph station was at Sook-el-Khamis, forty kilometres distant, for the line between that place and Sanaa had not yet been repaired, and therefore it was impossible for me to get an answer from the Consul in the time allotted. The plot was quite transparent. The Vali had decided to